[Hospital experience and hospital mortality following partial pancreaticoduodenectomy in The Netherlands].
To analyse the effect of hospital experience on mortality after subtotal pancreaticoduodenectomy in the Netherlands. Retrospective evaluation. Information on hospital mortality and pancreatic resection in 1994 and 1995 in the Netherlands was obtained from the National Medical Register. Subanalysis was carried out of surgical mortality by age and hospital experience. Approximately 50% of the pancreaticoduodenectomies in the Netherlands were performed in hospitals with limited experience (< 5 procedures per year). Hospital mortality was higher in small-volume hospitals than in hospitals with experience (> 25 procedures per year): in 1994 17.2 and 0% and in 1995 14.6 and 2.9%, respectively (p < 0.05). Mortality was higher in patients older than 70 years compared with patients younger than 55 (p < 0.05). There was a correlation between mortality after pancreaticoduodenectomy and hospital experience. Therefore these procedures should be performed in centres with experience.